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The Pleasures of Papeete | French Polynesia Fact File

A local's guide to Papeete

Visiting Tahiti? You don't have to rush off to the outer islands too
quickly. There is a lot of fun to be had on the main island of Papeete
as well.

If you can manage to be in Papeete for the Heiva festival in July,
you're in for a real treat of festival excitement: dancing, cultural
shows, sporting events, parades: it's party time in Tahiti for this
national holiday.

Everyone, local and visitor alike, also heads outdoors for the great
annual canoe tournament. All shapes and sizes of canoe, from
outriggers to pirogues, singles and doubles to huge 24 man vessels,
compete in thrilling races for the crowds.

If marine life is your thing, don't miss the Papeete aquarium, entered
through a giant shark's mouth. There are also 200 year old turtles to
visit not far out of town.

Hotels, even if you aren't staying in them, are a hub of visitor
activities. You can join day trips to go play with dolphins, feed sharks
or feed sting rays. (You can even pet the rays, which will come right
up and "kiss" you!) A range of water sports are available, such as
water skiing or kite surfing, and hotel restaurants often offer an
excellent meal at the end of the day, with evening entertainment such
as fire dancing displays.

For an authentic local experience and fantastic atmosphere make
sure to check out "les roulottes”, a kind of mobile food court, by the
port, where stall holders open small trucks up to reveal kitchens
producing a range of quality dishes. Some have Pacific touches,
many are French style or Chinese with a Tahitian twist. Try the steak
with blue vein, chow mein a la Tahiti, some fish, or a huge pizza. For
dessert, there are three or four trucks dedicated to crepes alone. Or
be tempted by waffles and cream...

At last, to find the perfect souvenir, head to the daily market in the
centre of town for three storeys of shopping pleasure and everything
from woven crowns, lavalavas (sarong style garments), shirts,
ornaments, or even a tattoo!




French Polynesia Fact File

o French Polynesia is a collection of several island groups in the
South Pacific Ocean, roughly halfway between Australia and South
America

o Tahiti and its surrounding islands, (the Society Islands) is the most
well known group in French Polynesia. The other groups are the
Marquesas, Tuamotu, Gambier and Austral Islands.

o Papeete, in Tahiti, is the capital and largest centre, and where
most of the population lives.

o French Polynesia enjoys tropical, warm and humid weather all year
round. There are often pleasant breezes to balance the heat and
humidity

o May through October is a popular time to visit: there is little rain
during this time of year and less humidity.

Average temperatures in the Society Islands range between 16-35 C
(F)

o The water temperature ranges from 26°C- 29°C /79°F- 84°F making
for lovely swimming all year round

o The islands of French Polynesia are a semi-autonomous French
overseas territory.

o People speak French, Tahitian and other Polynesian languages.
Most people are Christian.

o The traditions, cuisine, merchandise and other aspects of culture
have a fascinating fusion of European and Pacific influences.

o Most people are Polynesian or a mix of Polynesian and European.
There are also many East Asians and some French people.

o Air France, Air Tahiti Nui and Air New Zealand are the main
airlines that fly to French Polynesia.

o There are numerous weekly flights from L.A. and several from
main centres in Europe. Flights also depart from Australia, NZ and
elsewhere in the Pacific.

o International flights arrive at Fa'aa Airport, near Papeete, on Tahiti.
Opposite the terminal, you can catch ?le truck' an open air taxi-van
to the city for only about $1 US, or take a taxi for about $10

o Events in Papeete abound: The month of July is particularly busy
with Heiva festival events, including dance, music, art and sports, but
there are many other events throughout the year, ranging from dance
and music performances, art, craft and culture exhibitions, even a
lovely festival based around the Tiare flower.




