
Unspoiled Beauty of the Land 
Eternal
No other South Pacific country holds as many contrasts as Vanuatu 
("Land Eternal"). The cosmopolitan capital, Port Vila is a different 
world from the unchanging, traditional villages just over the horizon. 
This unpolished jewel of the South Pacific islands is an ideal 
adventure travel destination - few tourists have ventured beyond 
Vanuatu's best-known sights to explore the unspoiled beauties of the 
outer islands. 
You'll discover a colourful land of fascinating cultures, full of 
surprises. Hiking trails exist on all the outer islands for you to explore 
caves and waterfalls, swimming holes and hot springs - even Yasur 
volcano on Tanna Island. Vanuatu's giant banyan trees dominate 
village meeting and dancing places (nasaras). The multirooted 
banyan begins by growing around another tree, which it eventually 
strangles out of existence. These massive twisting mazes of trunks 
and vines are among the earth's largest living organisms. You'll also 
discover the unique prehistoric giant tree fern called namwele, which 
has great cultural significance and is used for carving.
Vanuatu's colourful reefs hold its greatest store of life, including tiger 
sharks which are believed to have a supernatural connection with 
certain men who can magically change into or control sharks. Though 
introduced by man, the pig is now considered indigenous and is 
highly valued, and its tusks and meat are highly prized at initiation 
rites and feasts.
Influenced by the prosperity of WWII American soldiers, the people of 
Tanna Island believe the reincarnation of an ancient deity, hero John 
Frum (John "from" America) will return from across the oceans 
bringing ships laden with cargo. There's also a Prince Philip cult 
dating back to the prince's visit in 1974. Followers believe the prince 
originally came from Tanna and will eventually return to rule over 
them.
Vanuatu's outer islands offer a truly exotic experience for the 
adventurous traveller wanting more!

 



Vanuatu Fact File
Vanuatu, meaning "the land that has always existed", is made up 

of 83 islands which stretch over some 800kms of the Pacific Ocean, 
half way between Australia and Hawaii.

Vanuatu has a population of over 200,000. Port Vila is the capital 
and largest city, with a population of around 40,000 people

Over 113 different languages are spoken in Vanuatu. Bislama - the 
local form of pidgin English - has become the most common

The traditional culture of the Ni-Vanuatu tribes is alive and well. 
Their vibrant oral tradition speaks of the sea, the islands, the 
tempests and volcanoes, the wildlife and pigs, and the origins of their 
fascinating rituals

Vanuatu has subtropical weather with the average midday 
temperatures (in Port-Vila) ranging from 25°C (77°F) in winter to 29°C 
(84°F) in summer. Water temperatures range from 22C in winter to 
28C in the summer

Driving is on the right-hand side of the road in Vanuatu. Cars, 
4WDs and jeeps are available for hire. Taxis are plentiful and are all 
metered although some may agree to a fixed rate. It is quite common 
for a driver to offer passengers a comparable rate to the bus. Mini 
buses offer a frequent though not timetabled service. Look for the 
letter 'B' next to the front license plate and simply flag one down and 
tell the driver where you want to go 

Vanuatu's main airlines are Virgin Pacific Blue, Vanuatu Domestic 
Airlines and Charters, Air Calin, Air Pacific and Air Vanuatu. Some of 
these have regular flights to and from USA, Europe, Asia and many 
other places. The international port of entry in Vanuatu is Bauerfield, 
only 10 minutes from the capital

Attractions of the outer islands include: 

Excellent hiking, swimming, game fishing and jigging, coral reef 
diving and kayaking 

Souvenirs: Attractive woven grass bags and mats, wood carvings, 
ceremonial masks, shell and bead necklaces and ankle rattles

Traditional Food and Drink:
Lap lap, a root vegetable cake in a banana leaf, cooked underground 
in hot stones.
Tuluk, a variation of lap lap with meat in the middle, like a sausage 
roll
Tusker, the local beer
Kava, an intoxicating drink made from the roots of the local pepper 
plant and drunk from coconut shells. Kava is a popular drink in the 
South Pacific and an integral part of most ceremonies. Vanuatu has 
the strongest variety of this

 

 


